THE WHOLE SCHOOL: Bishop Raymond Burke and St. Mary’s School principal Ken Buege gather on the steps of
century-old St. Mary’s Ridge Church with the entire student body of the 140-year-old school, all 29 of them. (Photo

by Patrick Slattery )

Ridge school, parish celebrate

By PATRICK SLATTERY
Times Review Staff

ST. MARY’S RIDGE — A countryside church
grand in size and beauty, as well as the diocese’s
oldest parish school jointly celebrated anniver-
saries on Sunday, April 27.

The St. Mary’s Ridge church building is marking
its centennial this year, while this is also the 140th
anniversary of St. Mary’s Ridge School. In addi-
tion to its record for longevity, St. Mary’s School
also holds the distinction of being the diocese’s
smallest school, with just 29 students in grades

preschool-6.

Bishop Raymond Burke came here on Sunday
morning to mark the joint occasion, as he concele-
brated Mass with his nephew, Father Kevin Louis,
who serves as pastor of St. Mary’s and three neigh-
boring parishes in Monroe County.

The entire student*body of St. Mary’s gathered
together in the front pews for the Mass, as students
did the readings and sang together as part of the
liturgy. Afterward a $50 per plate banquet was held
in the church basement as a benefit for the school.
About 125 alumni and friends of St. Mary’s School
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. Wlth a rlsmg f“mancml obhgatlon and
~declmmg enrollment, the school at times
__came perllously close to closing, but.
. _always somehow averted its demise.
__ St. Mary’s Ridge has never been a large
‘pzinsh and today consists of about 100
households, two-thirds of what it was at
its. pedk as Old Order Amish farms have
~.~become predominant in the area. ‘
_ The pastorate of Father Roger Schec-
kel from 1986-95, did much to breathe
: new life into the: school. Kindergarten
| was started and grades 7-8 were reinsti-
. and enrollment took an upswing.
o v“t,’In addmon the Holy Family Endow-
o :ment Trust Fund was launched. L
’ Father Louis, pastor since 1995 has
ovide vigorous leader-
alf of Catholic educatxon
hxs chool year marks the first time |
ver that St. Mary’s and nexghbormg "
Sacred Heartfm ’Cashton have shared'

ry Cathohc schoo] over
ex:stence

'he 1a Crosse
11 Catholic
"j"‘::fschools than any other in the nation, as
. St. Mary’s Ridge is one of 25 in the dio-
v cese. He praised the hlgh quahty of edu-






